IV Orasul de Floci

Dintre descoperirile mai importante
mentiondm fundatiile a trei biserici,
inconjurate de cimitire - pintenul bisericii nr.1
fiind singura relicva arheologica ramasa ,,in
picioare” din Orasul de Floci si tezaurele
monetare compuse din monede poloneze,
lituaniene, otomane, unguresti, germane,
venetiene, rusesti, descoperite in locuinte sau
morminte, care atestd amplitudinea
schimburilor comerciale i inscriau Orasul de
Floci, in prima jumatate a secolului al XVI-lea,
in grupa primelor orase ale Tarii Roméanesti de
pe piata Brasovului.

- orasul westerii lui Mibei Viteazul -

In istoria economici si politici a statului medieval Tara
Romaneasca, Orasul de Floci a fost unica asezare urbana din estul
Campiei Romane, in cursul secolelor XIV-XVIII, curol de polarizare a
activitatii economice din zona si cu rol strategic in controlul granitei de
estatarii.

Prima atestare documentara a Orasului de Floci se gaseste intr-un
hrisov din 30 ianuarie 1431, prin care Dan al Il-lea, domnul Tarii
Romanesti, anuntd toate targurile si vamile tarii, intre care sunt
mentionati si flocenii, ca a Intarit privilegiul comercial al bragovenilor
dat de Mircea cel Batran. Ea nu constituie Insd data de inceput a
asezdrii, rurald sau urband, ci doar importanta pe care o avea, mai ales in
cadrul relatiilor comerciale.

In privinta numelui istoric al orasului, toponimul Floci provine de la
comertul cu land (floccus) practicat atat de oierii din partea locului, cat
si de cei din zona montana care veneau cu turmele la iernat in Balta
lalomitei. De altfel, Nicolae lorga va scrie despre ,, Targul de Floci,
locul de desfacere la balci a lanii nedardcite aduse de mocanii din
Ardeal .

Hartile din secolele X VI-XIX, care infatisaza cursul Dunarii de Jos
indica existenta Orasului de Floci, pe malul raului lalomita, aproape de
varsarea lui in Dunare, intinzandu-se pe suprafate de teren cu forme
neregulate (grinduri), inconjurate de meandrele vechiului curs al
lalomitei, care trecea prin mijlocul orasului si a cdrui albie adancita se
poate observa cu usurintd si in prezent.

Sondajele arheologice din toamna anului 1961 si cele dintre anii
1965-1968 au scos la suprafata un material arheologic divers, format
din numeroase fragmente ceramice, un depozit de vase de arama si
dous tezaure monetare din secolele X VI-X VIl si altele. In acelasi timp,
cercetarea a furnizat datele necesare pentru delimitarea ariei sitului
arheologic. In Orasul de Floci, majoritatea locuintelor erau case de
suprafatd, cu una sau doua incaperi inegale ca dimensiuni, ridicate pe o
structurd de lemn, cu peretii din chirpic si acoperis din stuf. Cu caracter
de unicat este o locuintd de suprafatd, cu fundatie de piatra,
compartimentata in doua incaperi. Intre locuinte au fost descoperite
urmele atelierelor mestesugarilor, care erau destul de diverse daca
izvoarele documentare vorbesc despre Costandin pietrear, Costandin
si Nedelco cojocari, Stan rdachier, Necula croitor, Balan cizmar.




FHoci Cown

- the birth place of Mikei Viteazul -

#= Intheeconomic and political history of the medieval state of
Wallachia, Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town) was, during the 14"-
18" centuries, the only eastern town in the Romanian Plain with a
polarization role for the economic activity in the area and a
strategic role in the control of the country's eastern border.

The first documentary mention of Orasul de Floci (Fleece
Town) was found in an old document dating from January 30,
1431, by which Dan II, the reigning prince of Walachia,
announces in all the market towns and custom houses of the
country, among which there was also Fleece Town (flocenii),
that he reaffirmed the commercial privilege of the people of
Brasov granted by Mircea the Old. Yet, this date does not
highlight the moment when this settlement began, as an urban or
rural settlement, but only its importance, especially within the
commercial relationships.

As far as the town's historical name is concerned, the toponym
Floci comes from the fleece commerce (Lat. floccus) practiced
both by the local shepherds and by the shepherds coming from
the mountains, which brought their sheep during the winter in the
Moorland of [alomita. Actually, Nicolae lorga will write about
,, Targul de Floci (Fleece Town), the market place where the
uncombed wool brought by the shepherds (mocanii) from Ardeal
was sold”.

The maps of the 16™-19" centuries, depicting the area of the
Lower Danube, indicate the existence of Orasul de Floci (Fleece
Town) on the riverside of Talomita River, near the place where it
flows into the Danube, covering some land areas with irregular
shapes (tops of bank ridges), surrounded by the meanders of the
old course of lalomita River, which used to go through the middle
of the town and whose deepened riverbed can still be easily
noticed even to this day.

The archeological punctual diggings of the
autumn of 1961 and those of the years 1965-1968
highlighted a diverse archeological material, made
up of numerous ceramic fragments, a deposit of
copper vases and two monetary treasures of the 16"-
17" centuries and others. At the same time, the
research provided the necessary data for the
delimitation of the area of the archeological site. In
Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town) most of the dwellings
were ground homes, with one or two rooms,
unequally dimensioned, mounted on a wooden
structure, with adobe walls and a roof made of reed.
The unique character is a ground dwelling with stone
foundation, made up of two rooms. Among the
dwellings, one discovered the traces of the artisans'
workshops, which were quite diverse, considering
the fact that the documentary sources mention the
stone cutter Costandin (“pietrear”), the skinners
Costandin and Nedelco (“cojocari”), the brandy
producer Stan (“rdachier”), the tailor Necula
(“croitor”), the shoemaker Balan (“cizmar”).



Hotarul oragului a variat ca mérime de-a lungul timpului,
suferind o permanenta restrangere in profitul mandstirilor i
al marilor boieri, facutd fie prin danii domnesti, fie prin
acapararc abuziva, cumpardri sau donatii cdtre manastiri.
De altfel, in anul 1779 intregul teritoriu al orasului ajunsese
pimant mindstiresc.

Asemenea celorlalte orase medievale, Orasul de Floci,
constituit administrativ pe mosie domneasca, era condus de
un judet, care avea atributii administrative, juridice si
fiscale pc plan local, ajutat de 12 péargari. Judeful péstra
sigiliul orasului a carui cmblema, un peste incadrat de 4
stele, sugereazd una din cele mai importante ocupatii ale
flocenilor - pescuitul.
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Din punct de vedere administrativ, din anul 1470 existi MR RRESY condusi de Rustem Mirza au j efuit ¢

prima atestarc documcntard a Orasului de Floci ca fost
centrul de resedintd al ispravnicului judetului istoric
lalomita si sediul capltamu de margine, carc avea
indatorirea de a asigura paza hotarelor. Cépitanul a
Indeplinit §i functia de ispravnic al orasului. Tot aici era
cantonatsiun grup de ostasi (rogii gi caldragii).

Datorita unor factori pelitico-cconomici, Orasul de
Floei a suferit un proces de regres continuu,carc va conduce
la disparitia lui la sfarsitul secoluluial X VIIl-lea.
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Printr-un program stratcgic multianual promovat de Consiliul Judetean Talomita s Muzcul Judcetean Talomita, cu sprijinul unor
institutii centrale de culturd, se urmareste valorificarea descoperirilor din situl arheologic ..Orasul de Floci”. Reluarea i extinderea
cerectirilor arheologice, diversificarca formelor gi actiunilor de promovare, construirca Bazei de cerectare muzeald, situarca sitului pe

un drum european de intensa circulatie suntargumente pentru a aduce n atentia publicului cazul unuia din cele mai importante
centre comerciale ale Térii Roménesti din secolele X V-XVIII



arca that marks the remains of the church number one is the only

archeological relic still standing in Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town)
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customs tax from the moorlands; afier the
Russian-Turkish war of 1769-1774, Orasul dc
Floci (Flecee Town) was so devastated that the
general Bauer was only able to find there the
ruins of three churches; through the donation
acts of the vears 1768, 1775 and 1779, the town's
estates were given to certain monasteries from
Bucharest (Saint Spiridon, Visarion and
Marcuta) while the town remains deserted.

The abandoned town's precinets were turned
into agricultural field, in which the ruins of
three churches stood as shown by an 18"
century map. The abandoned precincts of
Orasud de Floci (Fleece Town) is the only case
in which the archeological research can be
extended and valorized without being hindered
or limited by the existence of any buildings or of
a contemporary settlement.

Due to the important results obtained during
over 30 systematic archeological research
campaigns, the archeological site of priority
“ORASUL DE FLOCI” (Flecee Town) was
comprised in the Europcan Program:
Rchabilitation of our common European
heritage. This program is a common initiative of
the European Council and of the European
Commission to support the preservation of the
historical patrimony in the Balkans,

Through a multiannual strategic program
promoted by the lalomita County Couneil and
the lalomita County Museum, with the support
of some central cultural institutions, is pursued
the valorization of the discoveries from the
archeological site of “Orasul de Floci™ (Fleece
Town}. The fact that the archeological research
has been resumed and extended, the
diversification of its forms and actions of
promotion, the construction ol the Muscum
Resecarch Base (Buza de cerceture muzeald), the
fact that the site is situated by the side of an
intensely circulated European road —all of these
are arguments for submitting to the public
attention the case of one of the most important
commercial centers of Walachia during the 15"-
18" centurics.




voievodul

Desi
permanent Tn actele domnesti ¢i este fiul
lui Patraseu ccl Bun (domn al Tarii

a mentionat

Roménegti intre martie 1554 si 26
deecembric 1557), iar rudele de sange ale
lui Patrascu l-au ,recunoscut ca al lor”
dupd cum afirmd Nicolae Torga, acest
lucru este putin probabil, in conditiilc Tn
care Patrascu a murit la sfirgitul lunii
decembrie 1557, dupd o grea si
Indelungati suferintd. Despre mama lui,
Teodora (Tudora, iar dupd ce s-a
calugdrit, Teofana), cronica intetnd a lui
Radu Popescu (,.Istoriile domnilor Térii
Romaénesti™) mentioneaza traditia orala
carc circula Ined in secolul al XVII-lea in
Tara Roméneascd si prin care ,.(...) den
auz unul de la altul asa dovedim: muma-
sa au fostde la orasdela Floei”.

Nascut in anul 1558, Mihai a rimas
legat de Orasul de Floci cel putin pani la
anul 1582, cind avea aproape 25 de ani,
dupd care, conform unei inscriptii din
Manastirca Tutana, judetul Arges, datatd
10 septembrie 1582, apare pentru prima
data intr-o dregitorie. Asadar, Mihai
Viteazul gi-a petrecut mai bine de
Jumatate din scurta sa viata (43 de ani) la
Orasul de Floci.

Tineretea lui este marcatd de
indeletnicirile negustoresti, veievodul
dind dovadd dec o abilitate Inniscuta,
justiticatd de mediul in care triaial Aldfuri
dec unchiul sdu lane Cantacuzino, Mihai a
Invatat turceste si greceste, a depring o
scriere frumoasa, energica, 1ar iscidlitura
sa sc recunostca [Ard greutale. Stia <3
serie intr-o epoci in care putini domnitori
romini se puteau lduda cu acest lucru!

MIHAI VITEAZUL
- FIUL STRALUCIT AL IALOMITES -

ialomiteand - Oragul

Dupd o cronicd polonid, ca
negustor, in tinerete, Mihai vindea
vite din tarile romane la sudul Dunérii
sau  giuvaeruri, asd cum noteazi
trimisul Spaniei la curtea imperiald de
la Praga a lui Rudolf al [I-lea, unde in
anul 1600 1l cunoscuse pe Mihai. De
ascmenca, intr-un document onumal
din 11 ianuarie 1

politul Luca, fos

Buziu gi cunoscator

Orasului de Floci,

marturia lui,.Pascali |udc_lul sia dllor
oameni buni de in oras de Floci” pe
baza céreia se intdrea lui Preda, fost
mare sluger si sotici sale Florica, [iica
Tui Mihai Viteazul, un sélag de tigani,
pretins si de egumenul ménastirii
Tismana, care tuseserd pe mosia lui
Mihai Voievod ,,castigati de in slujba
lui, Incé nainte vreme, di cdnd au fost

banigsor dec
stolnic domnesc
mare stolnic (1590) marc

domnesti, precum:
Mehedlnn si apotl

(1591), mareaga(l
banal Craiovel,

de Floci.
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Prin locul nasterii, al copilariei si al primei tinerefi, Mihai Voda a fost un vlistar al
lalomiiei, chiar daci mai t8rziu caricra sa de ncgutdtor In tarile romanc ¢i la sudul Dundrii,
iar apoi detinerea de importante dregétorii domnesti i-a indreptat pasii si pe alte meleaguri.

Izvoare istorice contemporane, ca si traditia consemnatd de cronica {irii inca din
secolul al XVIl-lea, sunt unanim de acord ¢a locul nasterii lui Mihai a fost asezarea
negustoreasca
Szamoskozy, contemporan cu Mihai Viteazul, nota: ,.Locul unde s-a ndscut ¢ Floch sau
Floci, pe malul Dunérii. Tot la Floci mama-sa fierbea raching din acesta triia. Acest Flocie
pe malul Dunarii, din jos de Braila cale de o zi".

Cronicarul transilvinean Stefan

Banii i influenta
Tcodoreipe langi le Vizirau
condus la alegerea lui Mihai ca
domn al Tarii Rom3

> ._‘“ﬁa‘,u“«v J‘If“‘ By e




= MIHAI VITEAZLUL
- JALOMITA'S BRILLIANT SON

nsidering the place of his birth, childhood and early youth, Mihai

; ta, cven though, later, his carcer as merchant

in the Romanian Countries and south of the Danube, then the securing of
important high dignitics guided his steps towards other lands.

Contemporary historical sources, such as the tradition noted by the

country’s chronicle cven since the 17" centu unammoua,l cc that the

3 This Floci
(Fleeee Town) is siluated on the side of the downstrecam [rom

Briiila, one day away”.

Danubc,

Although the voivode permancently mentioned in the princely documents
that he is the son of Patrascu cel Bun (ruler ot Walachia between March 1554
and Decemb . 1557), and Pitrascu’s blood relatives “admitted he was
onc of them”, according to the statement of Nicolac lorga, this is quite
unlikely, seeing that Pétragcu died by the end of the month of December
1557, alter a long and painful suffering. About his mother, Tecodora {Tudora,
and after she bcmmc a nu a), the internal chronicle of Radu

j Hibt(l]'iﬁ‘b of the W'llauhian

V\'tlau}na and aLCOI‘dInU to \\Imh “(’
'1:._1\110\\ ]L d gc: h]x mother w

attu W hn.h,

v, yunty, dating

from September 10, 1582, he appears for the first time as securing a hwh

dignity. So, Mihai Vitcazul spent more than half of his short life /
Oragul de Floci (Fleece Town).

His youth is marked by his merchant's preoccupations, the voivode
proving an inborn skill, justified by the environment he lived in! Along with
his uncle, Tane Cantacuzino, Mihai learnt Turkish and Greek; he learnt a
calligraphic, energetic writing, and his signature could be -easily
recognizable. He knew how to write during a period of time when few
Romanian rulers could boast with such a thing.

According to a Polish chronicle, as
merchant, during his youth, Mihai used
to sell cattle from Wallachia to the south
of the Danube or jewels, as the Spanish
envoy to Rudolf I1's Imperial Court of
Prague notes (it is there that in the vear
1600 he met Mihai). At the same time, in
an original document of January 11,
1622, signed as well by the metropolitan
bishop Luca, formerly Bishop of Buziu
and aware of the realities of Orasul de
Floci (Fleece Town), is preserved the
testimony of “Pascali the mayor and of
other good people of Floci (Fleece
Town}” based on which Preda, formerly
great purveyor and his wife Florica,
daughter of Mihai Viteazul, were
rcacknowledged as masters of a Gypsy
settlement (which was also claimed by
the Father Superior of the monastery of
Tismana), as they had been on Mihai
Voivode's estate before, “being gained
as his servants even since he used to be
merchant and boyard”.

He held important princely dignities,
such as: banisor de Mchedinti and then
princely stofnic (High Steward) (1588),
mare stolnic (1590), mare postelnic
(senechal) (1391), mare age (agha)
(1592) and in the year 1593 — ban of
Craiova.

1593 is also the year when he leaves
for Constantinople, where, with the help
of his uncle lane Cantacuzino, of
Andronic Cantacuzino, of Sigismund
Bathory and of the English agent Barton,
he manages to obtain the throne of
Walachia. The money and the influence
of Theodora's relatives exerted on the
Great Vizier led to the election of Mihai
as rulerof Walachia.




ge o importantd avere, cun
: Ite 20 de posesiuni, intregindu-$i
i cu altele aduse de sotia sa, Doamna
fiica lui Dobromir, fost ban al Craiovei,
; toritinanul 15

aver
Stai
cu cd 3=l
Din
Vitcazul a cumparat
Ridulesti, Ciocanesti, Ul
Dalga, Dralea, Maia, O
si Vladeni
Unele sate de mosneni le va ddrui mamei sale,
Intr-un act din 27 septembric 1597, prin carc

eritoriul istoric al Talomitei, Mihai
Bucsa,
Cunesti,

Studina Mestecdi, Studinita Barbului, Crusovul,
Frisinetul din C [ dina lui Hamei din
judetul Romanati, aceste sate le-am
cumpérat domnia mca cand am fost ban al
Craiover”.
Din reperele scurtei, dar eroicei §i pilduitoarei
sale domnii, mentionim urmatoz
4 — campania militara din nordul gi sudul
unde ereste majoritatea cetit

¥
LLupta a tinut toatd ziua, ficand turcilor
mare pagubi, cu rusine pentru Sinan Pasa(...)
cum va spunc chiar Mihai Vitcazul;

» pierde tronul Moldovei si pe cel al Tarii Romanesti si este obligat
s ia calea pribegiei. ., lar acuma am ajuns la acest capit, pierzind toate
lucrurile pe care le castigasem din tineretea mea pénd la batranete, si
tari i bogitic ¢i sotic si copii; si dacd as fi picrdut tot din cauza
vrijmasilor, sau dacd mi-ar fi fost luate de vrijmag, nu m-ar durea
atita cit ma doare, filndcd au fost faptuite de aceia de la care
nadijduiam si agteptam ajutor si razim;Dumnezeu le vede™- cum va
scrie Mihai in memeoriul adresat ducelui de Toscana dupd 16
februaric 1601;

» reincepe lupta pentru recucerirea teritoriilor roménesti cu
victoria de la Guruslau (3 august
1601);

» la 9/10 august 1601, 1a 3
km. sud de Turda, Mihai
Viteazul este ucis de oamenii
generalului Basta. Cipitanul
valon Rosini il loveste cu| 2 %
halebarda, alt soldat 1i infipse
sulifa in inima, iar voievodul | ——
muri cu capul tiiat de insdsi

oviste, Bucuresti si Giurgiu, incheierea pacii
cuImperiul Otoman;
* O junie 1598 —incheierea tra

octombric 15
erirea Transilvaniei;
+ | noiembrie 1599 — intrarea in Alba Tulia,
unde primeste cheile cetdtii de la episcopul

Demetrius Napra
+ mai 1600 —
pe leremia Movi

N

*

alungé de pe tronul Moldovei

27 mai 1600, se

sabia lui. Trupul domnitorului a
fost ingropat langa Turda, unde
Doamana Stanca a ridicat o

i)

* Intr-un hrisov dat la Tasi
odsesle formula ,lo, Mihai
lui Dumnezeu, domn al T

capeld in stil bizantin, iarcapul a
fost luat dc comisul Radu
Florescu si adus in Tara |-

b

,pohta
peliticd a celor trei

ptuia prima unire
roméne. A fost ceasul de

mdrire, urmat, din pécate, repede, de decddere!
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septembrie 1600 — pierde lup
. odatd cuea, pierde Ardealul;

Romaédneascd, unde a fost
ingropat dec Radu Buzescu si
flica lui Mihai Viteazul, Florica,
la Manéstirca Dealu, de langa
Targoviste.

Pentru neamul nostru, personalitatea lui Mihai Viteazul este importantd nu numai pentru efortul de a opri cuceririle
olomanc lasud de Dunire, ccea ce i-a adus [aima de aparalor al crestinatitii, cal mai ales pentru modul in carc a stiul s
retrezeasci constiinta de neam a romdanilor.



&= He will gather an important wealth, buying 129 villages and other
20 possessions, completing his fortune as well with other goods
brought along by his wile, Doamna Stanca, daughtcr of Dobromir
(formerly Aan of Craiova), whom Mihal married in the year 1583.

In the historical territory of lalomita, Mihai Vitcazul bought the
villages of Bora, Bucsa, Radulesti, Ciocinesti, Ulesti, Ciulnita,
Cunesti, Dilga, Dralea, Maia, Obiditi (Cotorca), Pupezeni and
Vladeni.

He will give to his mother some of the villages of freeholders. Ina
document of September 27, 1597, by which he gives his mother,
Doamna Tudora, the villages Studina Mestecdi, Studinita Barbului,
Crusovul, Frasinetul din Cimp and Studina lui Hamei from Romanati
County, he showed that “these villages have been bought by me while
['was han of Craiova”.

» OnAugust 9/10, 1601, 3 km south of Turda, Mihai Viteazul 15
killed by the people of general Basta. The Wallonian caplain Rosini
strikes him with the halberd, another soldier thrusts his spear in his
heart, and the voivode died, his head being cut off by his own sword.
The reigning prince's body was buried near Turda, where Doamna
Stancabuilta Byzantine chapel, and the head was taken by the equerry
Radu Florescu and brought to Wallachia, where he was buried by
Radu Buzescu and the daughter of Mihai Viteazul, Florica, at Dealu
Monastery, near Targoviste.

Qut of the landmarks of his short but
eloquent reign, we can mention:

» 1594 —military campaign in the
nerth and south of the Danube, where he
conquers most of the walled cities,
including Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town);

» August 13/22, 1595 — the battle of
Cilugareni, where he defeats the Otoman
army led by Synan Pacha. “The battle
lasted the whole day, causing great losses
to the Turks, bringing shame on Synan
Pacha (...)”, as Mihai Viteazul will affirm;

» October 1595 — fights against the
Ottomans in Téargoviste, Bucharest and
Giurgiu, a moment of peacemaking with
the Ottoman Empire;

# Junc 9, 1598 —signing ol the Treaty
with Rudoll1l, Ausiro-Hungary's cmpcror;

#  Qctober 18/28, 1599 — battle of
Selimbar, for conquering Transylvania;

» November 1, 1599 — entry in Alba
Tulia, where he receives the fortified town's
keys from bishop Demetrius Napragy;

» May 1600 — he chases leremia
Movild away from the Moldavian throne:

# Inacharter (hrisov)issued in Tasi on
May 27, 1600, one can find the formula
“fo, Mihai Voeivod, din mila lui
Dumnezen, domn al Tarii Romdneyti, al
Ardealului §i a toatd Tara Moldovei” (1,
Michacl the Voivode, out of God's mercy,
ruler of Walachia, of Transylvania and of
the entire Moldavia). This is how the desire
he had had (“pohta ce-a pohtit’”) came true!
This is how the first political union of the
three Romanian Countries came true. It
wag a moment of glory, unfortunately
[ollowed very soon alier that by decay!

# September 18/28, 1600 he loses
the battle of Mirislau and, with it, he loses
Transylvania;

# Heloses the throne of Moldavia and
that of Walachia and is forced to become a
runaway. “And now I have come to this
end, losing all the things that T had won

from youth to my old age, countries, riches

and wife and children; and if T had lost
them all because of my enemies, or if they
had been taken by my enemies, { would not
have suffered as much as 1 suffer, because
all these things were completed by those
whom I trusted and from whom T was
expeciing help and suppori; God will see
all ftheir actionsf - as Mihai will write in
the memoire addressed to the Duke of
Toscana after February 16, 1601;

» The fight for reconquering the
Romanian territories is started with the
victory of Gurusliu (August 3, 1601);

For our people, the personality of Mihai Vileazul is important not just [or the cflort to pul an cnd te the Oltoman

congquests south of the Danube, which won him the fame of defender of Christianity but also especially for the way he
managed to awake the Romanians' national conscience.




TEODORA (TUDORA)
- UN NECESAR RECURS LA MEMORIA ISTORIEI -

Pentru Teodora ( Tudora), mama lui Mihai Viteazul, se simte nevoia unei reparatii morale, in conditiile in care
majoritatea cartilor de istorie au tendinta de a ,,vulgariza’originea si ocupatiile sale. Recursul la memoria istoriei a fost
inceput chiar Nicolae lorga, atunci cand spunea ca prezentarea Teodorei ca o simpla ,,rachierita, iar Mihai Viteazul el
insusi nu era altceva decat, sa zicem, un fel de baiat de pravalie la maica-sa” trebuie combatuta, deoarece izvorul ei se
regasea In documente ,,de origine ungureasca, pe baza unor zvonuri, a unor carteli, a unor clevetiri’!

Este documentat istoric ca Teodora era de neam grecesc, din
vestita familie a Cantacuzinilor, una din marile familii nobile ale
Bizantului.

Teodora era sora cu lane Cantacuzino si Mihail Cantacuzino,
poreclit Saitanoglu sau Seitanoglu, adica in turceste ,,fiul
satanei”! lane Cantacuzino a jucat un mare rol la turci, unde i-au
fost incredintate, in acelasi timp, afacerile Modovei, unde era
vistier, siale Tarii Romanesti, in Divanurile careia figura ca ban.

Mihai si-a iubit si respectat mama, a tinut-o necontenit langa
el in toti anii de domnie, alaturi de Doamna Stanca, prin locurile
pe unde a trecut. O glorifica pretutindeni, iar actele vremii ne
vorbesc ,,prea cu sfintenie” despre “cinstita si de la inima
preaiubita maicd a domniei mele, doamna Teodora”. Era si
aceasta o modalitate de recunoagtere a ,,vitei” cantacuzine a
mamei sale, in contrapunere cu numele oarecum voit peiorativ
de Tudora, ,,rachieritd” la Orasul de Floci!

Cu putin timp inainte de moartea fiului sdu, Teodora s-a
calugarit, devenind maica Teofana de la Manastirea Cozia.
Moartea Viteazului a indurerat-o! Intre zidurile vechi ale
Hrapausului raposatului Mircei Voievod” afla despre crunta
,svragire a zilelor” acelui ,,drag copil”: ,,Aciasi ma ajunse si
vestea de sfirsirea dragi fiului mieu Mihail Voievod(...)”.
Simtind si ea ca mai are putin de trdit, dupa spusa si invatatura ei,
intr-o blanda si crestineasca durere, folosind un ton de cantec
batranesc, i-a cerut ,,cdlugdrasului Gavriil” sid-i scrie ultima
dorintd la data de 8 noiembrie 1602. Este descrisa reintalnirea
Teofanei cu Doamna Stanca si copiii Nicolae Patrascu si Florica
la Manastirea Cozia, dupa ce acestia, inchisi in Ceatea Gilau si
apoi la Fagaras si deposedati de toate bunurile dupa infrangerea
lui Mihai, au reusit sa treaca In Tara Romaneasca. ,,5i daca se
adunara unii cu alaltii, mare plangere si suspine fu intre ei de
jalea fiului sau Mihai Voda si pentru patima lor ce-au patit prin
tarile straine. (...) Cum am patit noi, maica, sd nu patd nime de
ruda noastra!” Intrebati de Doamna Stanca despre cum a
petrecut ultimii ani, Teofana a raspuns: ,, Cu mult foc de moartea
fiu-meu si dejalea Domniilor Voastre (...)”.

Ultima dorinta a Teofanei a fost de a darui Manastirii Cozia
doua sate ,,pentru sufletul raposatului Mihai-Voda si pentru
sanatatea fiu-sau Nicolae Voda si pentru pomana noastra si a tot
neamului nostru (...)”, sate ce-i fusesard daruite de Mihai
Viteazul in anul 1595.

S-a stins din viatd n anul 1605, fiind iTnmormantata in
pronaosul Manastirii Cozia, alituri de Mircea cel Batran. In anul
1606, nepotii ei, Nicolae si Florica, i-au asezat deasupra o piatra
de mormant, care se pastreaza intacta si astazi, pe care se poate
citi inscriptia ,,Aici odihneste calugdrita Teofana, muma
rapostaului Mihai Voievod™(...).

Pentru lalomita si istoria sa, Mihai Viteazul, Teodora si
Orasul de Floci trebuie sa ramana trei repere fundamentale ca
identitate §i reprezentativitate a unui tinut acoperit de gloria
strabunilor! Contemporanii au datoria morala de a cultiva cu
insistenta siinteligenta o asemenea mostenire istorica!




TEODORA (TUDORA)
- A NECESSARY APPEAL TO THE MEMORY OF HISTORY -

For Teodora (Tudora), the mother of Mihai Viteazul, we feel the need of reparation, seeing that most history books
tend to “vulgarize” her origin and her occupations. The appeal to the memory of history began even with Nicolae
lorga, when he said that presenting Teodora as a simple “brandy distiller and Mihai Viteazul as nothing more than, let's
say, as a sort of shop assistant in his mother's business” should be fought against, as its source was found in documents

“of Hungarian origin, based on rumors, murmurs, defamations

The historical documents show that Teodora was of Greek
origin, coming from the famous Cantacuzino family, one of the
greatnoble families of Byzantium.

Teodora was sister of lane Cantacuzino and Mihail
Cantacuzino, nicknamed Saitanoglu or Seitanoglu, namely, in
Turkish, “the son of Satan”! lane Cantacuzino played a
significant role with the Turks, who entrusted him at the same
time the Moldavian affairs, as he was a treasurer there, and the
Walachian affairs, as in the Moldavian Divans he held the
position of han.

Mihai loved and respected his mother, kept her by his side
throughout the years of his reign, along with Doamna Stanca,
wherever he went. He glorified her everywhere and the
documents of those times mention “in a very pious manner”
(“prea cu sfintenie)” “our honest and very tenderly loved
mother, Teodora” ("cinstita si de la inima preaiubita maica a
domniei mele, doamna Teodora”). 1t was another way of
recognizing the Cantacuzino roots of his mother, in contrast to
the somehow intently pejorative name of Tudora, “brandy
distiller” (“rachierita’) in Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town)!

Not long before the death of her son, Teodora became a nun,
nun Teofana from Cozia Monastery. The death of Michael the
Brave grieved her! It is there among those old walls that she
found out about the awful “end of the days” of that “dear child”:
“Aciagi md ajunse si vestea de sfirsivea dragi fiului mieu Mihail
Voievod (...)”. Feeling that her end was near, too, according to
her words and teaching, in sweet and Christian pain, using the
tone of a good old story, she asked monk Gabriel (“calugarasul
Gavriil”) to write her last will on November 8, 1602. It
describes the reunion of Teofana with Doamna Stanca and the
children Nicolae Patragcu and Florica at Cozia Monastery,
when they managed to pass over into Wallachia, after their
detention in Ceatea Gildu and then in Fagaras and after their
being robbed of all their goods after Mihai's defeat. “And if they
gathered all together, they cried and sighed a great deal for the
death of her son Mihai Voda and for what they had suffered in
foreign countries (...) May none of our relatives go through
what we have been through, mother!” (“Si daca se adunara unii
cu alaltii, mare plangere §i suspine fu intre ei de jalea fiului sau
Mihai Voda si pentru patima lor ce-au patit prin tarile strdine.
(...) Cum am padtit noi, maicd, sa nu pata nime de ruda
noastral”’) Asked by Doamna Stanca about the way in which
she had spent her last few years, Teofana replied: “With a lot of
sorrow for the death of my son and for the suffering of Your
Highnesses” (“Cu mult foc de moartea fiu-meu si de jalea
Domniilor Voastre(...)”).

Teofana's last wish was to give two villages to Cozia
Monastery, “for the soul of the deceased Mihai-Voda and for the
health of his son Nicolae Voda and for our memory and for the
memory of our entire kinship (...)”, villages that had been given
to her by Mihai Viteazul in the year 1595.

She died in 1605, being buried in the pronaos of Cozia

”'

Monastery. In 1606, his nephews, Nicolae and Florica,
set a funeral stone on her grave, which has remained
intact to this day, on which one can read the inscription:
“Here lies nun Teofana, mother of the deceased Michael
the Brave.” (“dici odihneste caluga-rita Teofana,
muma raposatului Mihai Voievod™ (...).

Viteazul, Teodora and Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town)

should remain three fundamental landmarks in point
of identity and representativeness for an area filled
with its ancestors' glory! Our contemporaries have
the moral duty to insistently and intelligently
cultivate such a historical heritage!




