IV Orasul de Floci

- orasul nasterii lui Mikei Viteazul -







Hotarul oragului a variat ca mérime de-a lungul timpului,
suferind o permanenta restrangere in profitul mandstirilor i
al marilor boieri, facutd fie prin danii domnesti, fie prin
acapararc abuziva, cumpardri sau donatii cdtre manastiri.
De altfel, in anul 1779 intregul teritoriu al orasului ajunsese
pimant mindstiresc.

Asemenea celorlalte orase medievale, Orasul de Floci,
constituit administrativ pe mosie domneasca, era condus de
un judet, care avea atributii administrative, juridice si
fiscale pc plan local, ajutat de 12 péargari. Judeful péstra
sigiliul orasului a carui cmblema, un peste incadrat de 4
stele, sugereazd una din cele mai importante ocupatii ale
flocenilor - pescuitul.
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Din punct de vedere administrativ, din anul 1470 existi MR RRESY condusi de Rustem Mirza au j efuit ¢

prima atestarc documcntard a Orasului de Floci ca fost
centrul de resedintd al ispravnicului judetului istoric
lalomita si sediul capltamu de margine, carc avea
indatorirea de a asigura paza hotarelor. Cépitanul a
Indeplinit §i functia de ispravnic al orasului. Tot aici era
cantonatsiun grup de ostasi (rogii gi caldragii).

Datorita unor factori pelitico-cconomici, Orasul de
Floei a suferit un proces de regres continuu,carc va conduce
la disparitia lui la sfarsitul secoluluial X VIIl-lea.
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Printr-un program stratcgic multianual promovat de Consiliul Judetean Talomita s Muzcul Judcetean Talomita, cu sprijinul unor
institutii centrale de culturd, se urmareste valorificarea descoperirilor din situl arheologic ..Orasul de Floci”. Reluarea i extinderea
cerectirilor arheologice, diversificarca formelor gi actiunilor de promovare, construirca Bazei de cerectare muzeald, situarca sitului pe

un drum european de intensa circulatie suntargumente pentru a aduce n atentia publicului cazul unuia din cele mai importante
centre comerciale ale Térii Roménesti din secolele X V-XVIII



arca that marks the remains of the church number one is the only

archeological relic still standing in Orasul de Floci (Fleece Town)
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customs tax from the moorlands; afier the
Russian-Turkish war of 1769-1774, Orasul dc
Floci (Flecee Town) was so devastated that the
general Bauer was only able to find there the
ruins of three churches; through the donation
acts of the vears 1768, 1775 and 1779, the town's
estates were given to certain monasteries from
Bucharest (Saint Spiridon, Visarion and
Marcuta) while the town remains deserted.

The abandoned town's precinets were turned
into agricultural field, in which the ruins of
three churches stood as shown by an 18"
century map. The abandoned precincts of
Orasud de Floci (Fleece Town) is the only case
in which the archeological research can be
extended and valorized without being hindered
or limited by the existence of any buildings or of
a contemporary settlement.

Due to the important results obtained during
over 30 systematic archeological research
campaigns, the archeological site of priority
“ORASUL DE FLOCI” (Flecee Town) was
comprised in the Europcan Program:
Rchabilitation of our common European
heritage. This program is a common initiative of
the European Council and of the European
Commission to support the preservation of the
historical patrimony in the Balkans,

Through a multiannual strategic program
promoted by the lalomita County Couneil and
the lalomita County Museum, with the support
of some central cultural institutions, is pursued
the valorization of the discoveries from the
archeological site of “Orasul de Floci™ (Fleece
Town}. The fact that the archeological research
has been resumed and extended, the
diversification of its forms and actions of
promotion, the construction ol the Muscum
Resecarch Base (Buza de cerceture muzeald), the
fact that the site is situated by the side of an
intensely circulated European road —all of these
are arguments for submitting to the public
attention the case of one of the most important
commercial centers of Walachia during the 15"-
18" centurics.




voievodul

Desi
permanent Tn actele domnesti ¢i este fiul
lui Patraseu ccl Bun (domn al Tarii

a mentionat

Roménegti intre martie 1554 si 26
deecembric 1557), iar rudele de sange ale
lui Patrascu l-au ,recunoscut ca al lor”
dupd cum afirmd Nicolae Torga, acest
lucru este putin probabil, in conditiilc Tn
care Patrascu a murit la sfirgitul lunii
decembrie 1557, dupd o grea si
Indelungati suferintd. Despre mama lui,
Teodora (Tudora, iar dupd ce s-a
calugdrit, Teofana), cronica intetnd a lui
Radu Popescu (,.Istoriile domnilor Térii
Romaénesti™) mentioneaza traditia orala
carc circula Ined in secolul al XVII-lea in
Tara Roméneascd si prin care ,.(...) den
auz unul de la altul asa dovedim: muma-
sa au fostde la orasdela Floei”.

Nascut in anul 1558, Mihai a rimas
legat de Orasul de Floci cel putin pani la
anul 1582, cind avea aproape 25 de ani,
dupd care, conform unei inscriptii din
Manastirca Tutana, judetul Arges, datatd
10 septembrie 1582, apare pentru prima
data intr-o dregitorie. Asadar, Mihai
Viteazul gi-a petrecut mai bine de
Jumatate din scurta sa viata (43 de ani) la
Orasul de Floci.

Tineretea lui este marcatd de
indeletnicirile negustoresti, veievodul
dind dovadd dec o abilitate Inniscuta,
justiticatd de mediul in care triaial Aldfuri
dec unchiul sdu lane Cantacuzino, Mihai a
Invatat turceste si greceste, a depring o
scriere frumoasa, energica, 1ar iscidlitura
sa sc recunostca [Ard greutale. Stia <3
serie intr-o epoci in care putini domnitori
romini se puteau lduda cu acest lucru!

MIHAI VITEAZUL
- FIUL STRALUCIT AL IALOMITES -

ialomiteand - Oragul

Dupd o cronicd polonid, ca
negustor, in tinerete, Mihai vindea
vite din tarile romane la sudul Dunérii
sau  giuvaeruri, asd cum noteazi
trimisul Spaniei la curtea imperiald de
la Praga a lui Rudolf al [I-lea, unde in
anul 1600 1l cunoscuse pe Mihai. De
ascmenca, intr-un document onumal
din 11 ianuarie 1

politul Luca, fos

Buziu gi cunoscator

Orasului de Floci,

marturia lui,.Pascali |udc_lul sia dllor
oameni buni de in oras de Floci” pe
baza céreia se intdrea lui Preda, fost
mare sluger si sotici sale Florica, [iica
Tui Mihai Viteazul, un sélag de tigani,
pretins si de egumenul ménastirii
Tismana, care tuseserd pe mosia lui
Mihai Voievod ,,castigati de in slujba
lui, Incé nainte vreme, di cdnd au fost

banigsor dec
stolnic domnesc
mare stolnic (1590) marc

domnesti, precum:
Mehedlnn si apotl

(1591), mareaga(l
banal Craiovel,

de Floci.
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Prin locul nasterii, al copilariei si al primei tinerefi, Mihai Voda a fost un vlistar al
lalomiiei, chiar daci mai t8rziu caricra sa de ncgutdtor In tarile romanc ¢i la sudul Dundrii,
iar apoi detinerea de importante dregétorii domnesti i-a indreptat pasii si pe alte meleaguri.

Izvoare istorice contemporane, ca si traditia consemnatd de cronica {irii inca din
secolul al XVIl-lea, sunt unanim de acord ¢a locul nasterii lui Mihai a fost asezarea
negustoreasca
Szamoskozy, contemporan cu Mihai Viteazul, nota: ,.Locul unde s-a ndscut ¢ Floch sau
Floci, pe malul Dunérii. Tot la Floci mama-sa fierbea raching din acesta triia. Acest Flocie
pe malul Dunarii, din jos de Braila cale de o zi".

Cronicarul transilvinean Stefan

Banii i influenta
Tcodoreipe langi le Vizirau
condus la alegerea lui Mihai ca
domn al Tarii Rom3
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= MIHAI VITEAZLUL
- JALOMITA'S BRILLIANT SON

nsidering the place of his birth, childhood and early youth, Mihai

; ta, cven though, later, his carcer as merchant

in the Romanian Countries and south of the Danube, then the securing of
important high dignitics guided his steps towards other lands.

Contemporary historical sources, such as the tradition noted by the

country’s chronicle cven since the 17" centu unammoua,l cc that the

3 This Floci
(Fleeee Town) is siluated on the side of the downstrecam [rom

Briiila, one day away”.

Danubc,

Although the voivode permancently mentioned in the princely documents
that he is the son of Patrascu cel Bun (ruler ot Walachia between March 1554
and Decemb . 1557), and Pitrascu’s blood relatives “admitted he was
onc of them”, according to the statement of Nicolac lorga, this is quite
unlikely, seeing that Pétragcu died by the end of the month of December
1557, alter a long and painful suffering. About his mother, Tecodora {Tudora,
and after she bcmmc a nu a), the internal chronicle of Radu
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v, yunty, dating

from September 10, 1582, he appears for the first time as securing a hwh

dignity. So, Mihai Vitcazul spent more than half of his short life /
Oragul de Floci (Fleece Town).

His youth is marked by his merchant's preoccupations, the voivode
proving an inborn skill, justified by the environment he lived in! Along with
his uncle, Tane Cantacuzino, Mihai learnt Turkish and Greek; he learnt a
calligraphic, energetic writing, and his signature could be -easily
recognizable. He knew how to write during a period of time when few
Romanian rulers could boast with such a thing.

According to a Polish chronicle, as
merchant, during his youth, Mihai used
to sell cattle from Wallachia to the south
of the Danube or jewels, as the Spanish
envoy to Rudolf I1's Imperial Court of
Prague notes (it is there that in the vear
1600 he met Mihai). At the same time, in
an original document of January 11,
1622, signed as well by the metropolitan
bishop Luca, formerly Bishop of Buziu
and aware of the realities of Orasul de
Floci (Fleece Town), is preserved the
testimony of “Pascali the mayor and of
other good people of Floci (Fleece
Town}” based on which Preda, formerly
great purveyor and his wife Florica,
daughter of Mihai Viteazul, were
rcacknowledged as masters of a Gypsy
settlement (which was also claimed by
the Father Superior of the monastery of
Tismana), as they had been on Mihai
Voivode's estate before, “being gained
as his servants even since he used to be
merchant and boyard”.

He held important princely dignities,
such as: banisor de Mchedinti and then
princely stofnic (High Steward) (1588),
mare stolnic (1590), mare postelnic
(senechal) (1391), mare age (agha)
(1592) and in the year 1593 — ban of
Craiova.

1593 is also the year when he leaves
for Constantinople, where, with the help
of his uncle lane Cantacuzino, of
Andronic Cantacuzino, of Sigismund
Bathory and of the English agent Barton,
he manages to obtain the throne of
Walachia. The money and the influence
of Theodora's relatives exerted on the
Great Vizier led to the election of Mihai
as rulerof Walachia.
















